
The Annual Job Review

America: So! How is everyone today?

Senate: (Glancing at watch) I’m kind of in a rush, so if we 
can move this along ...

Congress: Ditto that.

America: I guess there are lots of votes on the House floor 
today, then?

Congress: Sure, that too. But I’m in the middle of my re-
election financing, and have several contributors 
to meet.

America: Right. Priorities before duty. Has each of you had 
a chance to go through your self-evaluations?

Senate: One of my interns did. And they filled it out.

Congress: Not really. But how thorough can it be? I mean, 
you are the public, after all!

America: I am the public. And we, lest you may have 
forgotten, are your employer. Your boss. To whom 
you answer.

Congress: (Winks) Riiiiight! 

America: Give me your forms so I can review them. 
Congress, we can just go over yours verbally.



Okay, then! Congress, what kinds of adjustments 
have been necessary for you to do what the voters 
elected you to do. You made quite a few promises 
last year while campaigning.

Congress: Adjustments? Well, I had to find housing — 
location, location, you know. Things are not cheap 
in Alexandria. And I needed a cozy bungalow type 
place to retreat to. Of course, you can’t just drive 
any model car here, so that took time. New 
wardrobe, learning the lay of the land ... you know 
— things like that.

America: Actually, I meant the business of Congress: writing 
bills, serving on committees — those sorts of 
things.

Congress: Yes, of course. Those are important, too. I needed 
to get to know who the important people are, and 
how to get in good favor.

America: To be a more effective legislator?

Congress: To know who holds the purse strings to 
contributions. You know, we’re elected for two-year 
stints, which is hardly enough time to sneeze or 
shit. Pardon my comment. So the primary goal, is 
to get wedged into some pocket to secure your 
campaign backing. THEN you can do things like 
appearances, hob-nob, speak out on issues. You 
gotta be careful about things like that, though. 
Best not to raise your voice if you want to become 
a fixture here.



America: And becoming a fixture in Washington is a top 
priority, then?

Congress: (Patronizingly) You are a bit naive where 
Washington is involved. It’s one big horse show. 
And the horses that win don’t get sent to the glue 
factory, if you know what I mean.

America: But we DO know why we elected you. And to that 
end, it seems you have basically forgotten the 
People. How would you rate your overall 
performance thus far on a scale of one to five, one 
being the weakest and five, the best?

Congress: Hmmm. Good question! I’d ... put ... my ... 
performance — at a 4.5. After all, there’s always 
room for improvement, yes?

America: A 4.5? Interesting. I’ve got you as a 1.3. 

Congress: Oooooh, c’mon! I am busy up here, and when the 
House dismisses for vacation, I’m in one of my 
several offices, and out along los pobres. There 
is so much to do! And, not to mention, the pay we 
vote ourselves is never sufficient. That disparity 
occupies a great deal of running the government.

America: Tell us how long you have been in Washington 
voting yourselves pay raises and perks like health 
insurance and pensions?



Congress: Gosh ... that’s something we don’t like to tout. 
Causes a ripple among the constituency, if you 
know what I mean. But if you must know — in the 
spirit of transparency — the average number of 
years is around twenty. 

America: Twenty years? For Congress?

Congress: But, realize how much effort it takes to ensure you 
will be re- elected without all of the time and effort 
of those early years.

America: And the reward?

Congress: Knowledge of the workings of Washington and 
how to get things done for your state and district;
regular funding — plus manpower — to take the 
burden of re-election off our shoulders —

America: I meant to the People — los pobres as you 
referred to us as. 

Congress: The most obvious benefit is you know what you’re 
getting rather than what some young system-
challenger is going to bring to Washington. There’s 
great comfort in familiarity. Even if you don’t 
entirely like or agree with that congressman, there 
are little to no surprises. Ask any lawyer and he 
will tell you he doesn’t like surprises. And most of 
us, by the way, are very knowledgeable in the Law.

America: Well, thank you for your candidness. Turning to the 
Senate, I’ll assume you’ve been listening 
attentively.



Senate: (Roused from a brief snooze) What — huh?!

America: I said I hope you’ve been listening. I want to 
address some of my inquiries to Congress to you.

Senate: Fire away!

America: On a scale from 1 to 5, how would you rate your 
job performance in Washington?

Senate: Well, um, ahem.  The American People make up 
the greatest country in the world! We’ve led world-
wide in economic growth, innovation, education — 
no other country can measure up. And I am very 
proud to be part of that vanguard that has set the 
examples of excellence in every endeavor!

America: Thank you for that completely irrelevant response. 
Now again, on a scale of 1 to 5 — 5 being perfect 
— how would you rate your job performance?

Senate: Yes ... well, 1 to 5? That reminds me of the classic 
movie, “Mary Poppins,” Julie Andrews played Mary 
Poppins and referred to herself as — let’s see — 
oh yes! “Practically Perfect in every way!” 

America: So you rate your performance as a 5, as perfect?

Senate: No, no, no, no, no — dear God, no! “Practically 
Perfect!” Of course there’s room for improvement, 
albeit very minuscule!

America: And what is the average tenure of years in office 
for you? It was twenty years for Congress.



Senate: When you say “average,” what exactly do you 
mean? We in the Senate strive for clarity without 
disguising anything. Transparency, don’t you 
know?

America: Take the total number of Senate years divided by 
the number of Senators during that span of time.

Senate: And to which span of time are you referring?

America: It doesn’t matter to me.

Senate: That can make a big difference. The data I am 
referring to are suggesting 10.1 years average for 
the Senate, and less for Congress. Now, that’s 
from 1789 to 2019.

America: I suppose a survey beginning, say, fifty years ago 
until now would have much different results. 
Perhaps much higher?

Senate: Suppose what you will. I suppose, for example, 
that you can prove any point from statistics, 
however relevant. Besides, the only statistics that 
are relevant to me are the popularity polls, which, 
by the way, always favor me against some upstart.

America: What are your aspirations for after you leave your 
office?



Senate: I’m glad you asked that. My aspirations — from 
the time I began this noblest of endeavors, was 
then and will remain to be to serve the people. 
Pure and simple. That will entail continuing to live 
and work in and around DC. I’ll be of service to 
anyone who needs my experience and wisdom, as 
well as my contacts.

America: Sounds a bit like staid political rhetoric.

Senate: My friend, the truth is never staid, and definitely 
not rhetorical. It is what it is. It shall withstand the 
tumult and the assaults; the challenges and the 
attempts to muzzle it. Truth will out! Remember 
our nation’s motto: “Truth, Justice, and the 
American Way!” Gosh! Could you hear the refrain 
of angels singing the “Battle Hymn of the 
Republic?” Incredible! Tell me you heard it ... you 
surely can’t be that deaf!

America: Before I get too emotionally carried away, thank 
you both for meeting with me. It has been a most 
insightful time for me.

Senate: I certainly hope so. Perhaps you can shed some 
light on what los pobres consider to be an 
unknowable government — impersonal and aloof. 
We are not like that.

Congress: Not at all! Not in the least! No, sir! Not us, anyway.



America: The general election is quickly approaching, and 
all of us Americans will carefully examine your 
performance — well, many will. At least some 
might.

And, as I promised, you will be able to make it 
back to the Senate and Congress to vote on your 
pay raises and increased benefits package.

Senate: You are a person of integrity — a person of her 
word.

Congress: To say the very least. And there are far and few of 
us in between.

America: Until next year’s job performance interview then.

The End


